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rin Connectivity

Tualaten, Ceegon, pronounced [Two-wah-la-tin), is named for the Tualatin Hiser that flos

One thing leads to another -

alang this cmy's Haahern boundary, Much like the effonbeds connectadness of a river, Rodling

Hills Commamity Chancih shares & united Mo in Both its design and in the wany i minsters to fggh‘ﬂﬁf and fhﬂughj.ﬂ}”}i -
membsers &nd 10 local communiny . il s x
in the facility design of this

Bt Bke rmsost manmade projects, Rofling Hills had to soullpt the clay a bt 10 engineer a faciliny
that would help achieve its ministry objectives, As Senkor Pastor Dale Ebel relates, "The design ﬂmpfﬂ' hﬂ‘l—l's-l? ﬁl.f Wﬂrih rp'
|at Rolling Hills] fosters people being able to connect. it fosters refationships.”

Yisu Rl acirmidts that geeting Rolng Hills' updated (acility off the ground was a challenge 1o
begin with. "We negolisted with the county for a seven-year period befone getting spproval 10

build, e s1a1es. Due to stringent conderns about congestion and growth, the county was Show
tin et iy ulcliing fake place. But i the erd, Elbel and his stall found that even the seemeng AT & GLANCE
hindrance turmed for God's purpoie. The extra time sllonded Kofng Hills the opportunity to Ralling Hillk Cornmunily Church

groee and make detign changes that ultimately made for a berver facility 1o wuit the minisry DENOMINATION
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Designed to Connect

fofling Hills Community Church's latest
project s a 135 000-squane-foot addition
weith BO.000 wouane Beet completed in the
first phase, Phase | Inclhudes & new state
al-the-am sanciwary Uhal Turred one year
old in Ausguist that is all alboar connec

tion - an elerment (hat pedrforrming ams
assemibly space and design consuftant
Paul Lunishard, preskdent and principal
consultant with Aloha, Oregon-based FLA

Dresigng Inc. understands well

“There is a fundarmental principle abour

A contemgsorary worship center that is
Aal true about 4 perfarming ars cented”
Luntsiand explaims. “The principle is'com
mmunity) In church, we all want 10 be thene
together. Worship ks best supparted when

i can hiear and e cach other”

Fan-shaped seating. like thal employed
in Hedlhing Hills" auditarium offers two
Benefis in the chisnch Serting. Fst, the
fan shags means [hers a6 [EWer rows

of Leating bechuie SsER fow CONTasNS
more Seats, bnd fecond, it delvers "Daete
perception of each aiher as a group”

Lunitiiord wys

¥or, fan-shaped seating comes with its
drawbacks. “Unfortunately, it increases
the challenge of managing sightlines

As the seating gets wider, it is much sasier
o hiave undesirable ‘peek-a-boo” prob
lems into the side-backstage areas. It alwo
ks sEmng the whole I,'II"'rrI:I-'I'I'IﬂI'II.'!"'

on the side noarest o you neardy impos

sible® Luntsford says

Clever architectural design in the warship

area at Rolling Hills helped 1o alleviate

many of these issuet, and Ankrom Moisan
Assockated Architects DAMAA) of Portland,
Ciriegpin, [ credited with achieving great
suscess. The staggered row seating AMAA
designed helps worshippers see the stage
and still retain o ense of COMmmUnITy Do
nechidnedd in the 2 500-58a1 udinorium
Vince Bretheans, prediden and princsmal
consultant with El Cajon, California-based
Souwnd Technalogy Consultants Inc., the
project’s audiavided Condultants, atso
prowidied signifhcant deskgn contibution
o the seating laypouwl

Fasior Ebel bediewes that AMANS Jrchilec
twiFal appraach and Luntsford's assembly
space consulting were ey (o making Aol
v Hills a type of facility that furthers the
civiencivs miEnastry. The vision of both firms
wiars butht by Gresham, Oregon-based PEC
Consinicton, genedal contracior on the
project. “Foarm ahways follows function

It's a ey worvhip facility. Wi beliwe that
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truth flows biest through meandngful relationshipd, and the
supporting facilities built at Rolling Hills allow this process
10 happen he says.

Scott Thayer, principal with AMARA, says that ntreacies of
detail in architectural design of Relling Hills' worship center
help keep the Aow of community happening. For example,
Thayer paints out that the worship center’s rmain entry
beings service goers to the center of the room, The slope of
the flona, too, helps with the fan-shaped seating to achleve
the commiunity feel,

“THE DEPTH OF THE ROOM FROM THE
STAGE AND THE PITCH OF THE STEPS
FROM THE STAGE - ALL THESE ARE FAC-
TORS THAT HELP DECREASE THE PER-
CEIVED SIZE OF THE RODM,” THAYER

EXPLAINS.

So while Rodling Hills benaefits from its huge auditorium

to senve its sizable tongregation - seme 3,200 weakly at-
tenadees = the intimacy of community worship and experi-
encing worship with one’s neighbor s not weakened by the
enommity of the architectural scale,

Anather important key 1o the accesibility of Raollimg Hills
i literally wheslchair sccessibility, sccording to Thayer, The
slope of the floor to the stage not only helps decrease the
percetved size of the room, but it makes the stage acces-
sible to wheslchairs, and vhis, mone than anything, furthers
Pastor Ebel's migssen with Rolling Hills - that it deaw [0 the
cormmunity, the unchurched, sveryone,

Connected Components

Some of the other componenis of Aollng Hills are a grand
foyer that acts as & hub whene all church activities fow
from. Accarding 10 the designers, the foyer SCts &8 8 Com-
rshdcations space before and after services and offers an
atmoiphere of invitation throwgh a combination of natural
and accent lighting.

Anaother unique component of the faclliny's design is its
fiws throughout, This flow offers an abundance of chaas,
intuitive ways to get around [n the bullding.

in the large auditorium, there i a giant skylight over the
prirary cioss siske thay radiates soft, natual light into the
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noom , yet doesn’t interfers with image
diiplayed on the projection screend. The
auditorium also featunes cabwalks bo that
technacians can access the house lighting
frxtures and service them without wsing
lachders or lifte. In addition, the total facil-
Ity Incourporates a multi-processor lighting
control system (ETC Unison CME! and
Unison LOD) whevre all auditorium lighting
and public space lighting can be con-
trolled fraem a remote o hand-held PC

Ever keeping the conneciivity at the level
af visman interaction, Rolling Hils' facility
dessgn offers comversation alcoves in the
foyer and shde halls for both private coun-

seling and friendly cormmersation,

Anothes congregation favarite i an inti-
mate calé in the grand foyer, The café fea-
tures a cast glass mural of the Temple in
Jerusalem with three crodses on Golgetha
and the surrounding hillsides, including

a thin sheet of water cascading down the
entire front surface and accent lighting
which beings attention to the iymboly
and representations

Megatives to Positives

Rolling Hills" Administrative Pastor Paul
Osbon says the church experienced

a number of challenges in ks building
growth, but that God always turned these
challenges to opportunities,

For example, when the church decided
i bulle 113 mess SARCTUARY SoMME Seven
wears apo, 1t nitially went back to the
same contractor It used when Ralling Hilks
added on to its fagility in 1991, But like
many churches at one time or another,
the staff soon learned that the scope of its
i sanciuary would call for a shake up
in COntraclon — never an sasy thing.

"We realized the contractor was nat big
entugh to handle the [sanctuary] project”
he explains. “So we parted on good terms
and began interviewing larger contrat-
tors” Church staff ultimately chose PEC
Construction to handie the project

Yet, long before construction ever began,
the Redling Hills staff would hiave to
endure walting imposed by the county
~which took some seven years to get
nECessary approvals.

During this tirme, Luntsford says the focus
af Rolling Hills minisry changed signifi-
canthy as thi chireh grew. And the waiy
became well worth it. "My indtial gosls
wete to help them help thelr architectural
tearm design a fasdy regular 2. 500-48a1
space in a lakdy regular comemunity for a
moderately conservathee church’ he says.

“BY THE TIME WE WERE DONE,
THE CHURCH HAD BECOME

A VERY CONTEMPORARY,
AGGRESSIVE AND CREATIVE
COMMUNITY. THEY HAD
DEVELOPED A POWERFUL
WORSHIP ARTS DEPARTMENT
THAT WEEKLY SUPPORTS
HIGHLY PROFESSIONAL-
CALIBER WORSHIP SERVICES.”

Osbarn, 1o, 15 grateful for the pasitive
changés that came of Tnustrating wait-

ing early on, “In the beginning we had

an affinity for lots of natural light in the
sanctuary, o the initial design had lots of
windows,” he recalls. But Rolling Hilks' min-
istry today requires stringent control of
light for dramas and productions within
the sanctuary, he explain

"It weas a God thing that the city delayed
constrection, 50 as we grew and our

neads changed, we substantially rede-
shynd the woarship center for contral af

the lighting for our video and pradaction
needsy” Oslsonm says,

From a construction standpaint, the Hme
ing of the project went well, according o
Mark Koester, propect manager with PAC
Constrection, “We Anished in the summaer
and were closed up before rain began, b
sy of the Large project that required a
matitede of contractors.

Keeping the Connection 5trong

Mowing forward, Ebel and his staff are
working to keep Rolling Hills serving 44
community by opening up its fantastic
nEw space, “We've stopped ot Saturdhay
serwices now 1o do dramas, forumd, ben-
efit concerts for Katrina, We want to be

a benefit to the gommuenity, We're open
to locd high schoals for use in gradua-
tion ceremondes. It's not about us making
money, They /e coming becauie they see
we don't hive an ulterior motive” he says

Osbar ways Radling Hills has & sl
person who takes calls for the church and
Eooks communisy events in the audito-
rivirm, sarme ot the time, and others ane
decided before & commiries.

Maintenance s handled in-house, and O%-
bom says a facility manager, fowr full-time
and one part-fime custodians handle

tha clean-up tasks. The audionium floor
surface Is stained concrete for easy clean
up, acconding to Kaester, while other
surfaces throughout the niw addition
include Large sandstone tile and carpet,

predominantly.

Ebel i3 quick to point out that Ralling
Hills doesnt simply 4t back and let the
community corme asking lof use of the
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e facility. Rolling Hills looks for areas of
imtenéat within the commundty and invibes
the community in to experience woarship,

He recounts. for example, how the new

sancisary hopes to hadt & group ol kocal
békers who celebrate war vetetans. “We

[weil irrvine] these men to ride down the

alshe In a special wervice and [present]
them with an American flag” At Ralling

Hilts, it's all in the name of connecting.

Carol Badaraceo Podget! is a freelonce
writer based in Kennesaw, Georgia.
She con be recched at

cpadgett@worshipfocilliies.com.
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