: R FoLsoMm LIFE
o EAL

ESTATE

OCTOBER 18, 2007
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JERRY BERNAU served: as chairman of the board of the Folsom Chamber of
Commerce in 2006. His term included the arrival of light rail in Folsom and the
150th birthday celebration of Folsom.
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Bernau leaving his mark on Folsom Historic District

By Marc MALONEY
Life Newspapers

As evidenced by the daily rumble
of construction cranes and the pour-

" ing of cement, the Railroad Block in

Folsom’s Historic District is a busy
place.

The City of  Folsom’s
Redevelopment Agency is con-
structing a four-level, 300-space
parking garage at Reading and
Leidesdorff Streets. When the
garage opens next spring, work will
begin on Historic Folsom Station, a
mixed-use project that will provide
new retail and office space and
apartment homes.

The Historic Folsom Station proj-
ect team includes Folsom Railroad
Block Developers, LLC, (Bernau
Development  Corp.,  Sotiris
Kolokotronis, and Ryan Fong) and

Ankrom Associated
Architects.

Bernau, a former Folsom resident
and president of Folsom-based
Bernau Development Company and
Kensington Homes, said the design
team is taking great pains to ensure
the project’s buildings are histori-
cally accurate.

“The history part of this is what
draws me into it,” he said. “We have
a great opportunity to work the
city’s history into our project.”

In a nod to Folsom history, the
four buildings will be known as the
Granite House, the Valley Road
Roundhouse, Sutter Row, and the
Leidesdorff Building. The Granite
House will include street-level retail
shops and loft residences, Sutter
Row will offer loft residences and
retail and office space, the
Leidesdorff Building will feature

Moisan

plaza-level restaurants, offices, and
loft residences, and the Valley Road
Roundhouse will be a freestanding
restaurant and bar.

All four buildings, Bernan said,
have been designed to complement
the existing architectural fabric of
the 19th century buildings on Sutter
Street and to reflect the look of the
Railroad Block’s original buildings.

This attention to historical detail is
no coincidence; Bernau and several
others have spent hours investigat-
ing Folsom’s architectural past.

The research team, Bernau said.
includes employees and volunteers
from the Folsom History Museum,
the Folsom, El Dorado, and
Sacramento Historical Railroad
Association, California State Parks,
the California State Railroad

» see BERNAU, page 18
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Museum, and various historical

consultants hired by the City of

Folsom during the environmen-
tal review process.

The Granite House, Bernau
said, is located on the site of the
original Granite House/Granite
Hotel/Hotel de France that
burned down in the late 1800s.

“This building is designed to
hotel

emulate an elegant old

with elements inspired

which

dL‘.\ign
by the Enterprise Hotel,
was also located on Sutter Street

and known at the time as the
nicest hotel between San
Francisco and Nevada,” he

explained.
The Valley Road

house’s design is based on the

Round-

original four-stall Sacramento
Valley Railroad roundhouse that
existed in the late 1800°s.

“In any historic rail yard, there
three main elements: the
turntable,
roundhouse,” Bernau
“Since the depot is still standing
turntable
restored, it was important to add

were
depot, the and the
said.
and the has been
back the third element, to estab-
lish the relationship and give the
turntable, which sits promi-
nently in the center of the site,
added relevance to better com-
municate the railroad history.”
The Sutter Row building,
which will sit across the inter-
section *of Sutter ‘and Wool
Streets from Snook’s Candies,
will
four small commercial buildings
like those found in the 700 and
800 blocks of Sutter Street. It
will feature four street-level
shops, offices, and 17 one- and
two-bedroom apartments.

resemble a collection of

continued from 16

“This building serves to tran-
sition the design from the retail
shops to the railroad and hotel-
themed buildings as you move
west on Sutter Street,” said
Bernau.

Finally, the
Building will feature an indus-
trial appearance with a histori-
design, with a
heavy timbers. and
The building will

cally-accurate
brick facade,
a metal roof.
dining, offices,
and 13 one-bedroom apartment

offer outdoor
residences.
The Railroad Block
opment project also will include
a public plaza encompassing 2.6
acres, or 54 percent, of the 4.9-

redevel-

acre project site.

“Frankly,
important part of the project,”
Bernau. “The plaza and

this is the most
said
associated elements will provide
the draw that will help support
Historic Folsom Station and the
balance of the district. With its
public market outdoor
amphitheater, interpretive area,
restored depot, and turntable
and steam locomotive pavilion,
the plaza can provide a wonder-
ful venue to attract residents and
visitors alike.”
As someone
grew up in Folsom (his grandfa-
ther worked as a guard at
Folsom Prison for several years
in the 1930s and 1940s and his
mother lived in Folsom around
the same time), Bernau is
acutely aware of the importance
of history and of providing a
project that Folsom can be
proud of for decades to come.
“There is a tremendous obliga-
tion to deliver a wonderful proj-
ect that complements the exist-
ing Historic District,” he said.
“However, we have an excellent
team and continue to have many
individuals and community
organizations that are making
| positive contributions during
the design process. Therefore,
| the stress is minimized and |
| look forward to getting up every

area,

whose family

[ morning and working on all the

various details of the project.”

mmaloney@folsomlife.com
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